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PERSISTENT PRESS CRITICISM ABOUT "STRANGE FOREIGN POLICY" (SEE 
COMMENTS BELOW) OF BELGIAN SOCIALIST PARTY (PSB) WITH NON-SEQUITUR 
THAT HIS VISIT TO MALTA WAS "PRIVATE" AND THAT HE HAD "NO IN- 
TENTION OF TAKING ANY POLITICAL POSITIONS" IN TALKS WITH PRIME 
MINISTER MINTOFF. IN YUGOSLAVIA, HE SAID HE WOULD ATTEND 
CEREMONIES COMMEMORATING lOTH ANNIVERSARY OF EARTHQUAKE AT 
SKOPLJE, A CITY TWINNED WITH WAREMME, BELGIUM, OF WHICH LEBURTON 
NOTED HE WAS MAYOR. "THESE ARE SUFFICIENT REASONS FOR VISITS 
WITH FRIENDS I HAVE DOWN THERE," LEBURTON SAID, ADDING, "I 
ASK YOU: CAN ONE PRIME MINISTER NO LONGER BE INVITED BY ANOTHER?" 

2. COMMENT: LA LIBRE BELGIQUE HAD INCORRECTLY REPORTED 
THAT LEBURTON'S MALTA VISIT WAS OFFICIAL AND PLACED VISIT IN SAME 
CATEGORY AS VISITS THAT PSB CO-PRESIDENTS (NOW VAN EYNDE AND 
COOLS) HAVE EXCHANGED SINCE 1972 WITH COMMUNIST PARTY LEADERS 
IN USSR, POLAND, EAST GERMANY AND, MOST RECENTLY, BULGARIA (SEPTEL). 
LEBURTON HIMSELF BEGAN THOSE VISITS WITH THAT TO USSR WHEN HE 
WAS STILL PSB CO-PRESIDENT. VIEWS EXPRESSED IN "COMMUNIQUES" 
RESULTING FROM SUCH VISITS HAVE SOMETIMES VARIED FROM THOSE 
OF GOB, AND NON-SOCIALIST PAPERS HAVE SHARPLY QUESTIONED 
PROPRIETY OF PSB'S FAILURE TO SUPPORT POLICIES OF ITS OWN 
GOVERNMENT AND, NOW, ITS OWN PRIME MINISTER. PSB 
OFFICIALS, SUCH AS COOLS , HAVE MAINTAINED, HOWEVER, THAT GOB 
POSITIONS ARE NOT THOSE OF PSB, AND THEY SHOW NO SIGNS OF CHANGING 
COURSE. THIS WAS MOST APPARENT IN JUNE WHEN PSB CO- 
PRESIDENTS CARRIED MATTER ONE STEP FURTHER BY RECEIVING NORTH 
KOREAN OFFICIALS WHO WERE IN BELGIUM UNKNOWN TO FOREIGN 
MINISTRY AND CONTRARY TO MINISTRY'S WISHES. SO FAR, AT LEAST 
IN PUBLIC, FONMIN VAN ELSLANDE HAS NOT REACTED ALTHOUGH, AS 
REPORTED, BRUSSELS 3358 HE WAS APPARENTLY ADVISED BY 
SUBORDINATES THAT QUESTION OF PSB ACTIONS SHOULD 
BE TAKEN UP AT POLITICAL LEVEL. 
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